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TAKE NOTICE! 

Persons receiving this paper, either by 
single copy or for a year, are informed 
that it is done at the suggestion and ex- 
pense of some friend, and that it will not 
be sent beyond the time ordered. Sin- 
gle copies are sent with a view of solicit- 
ing subscriptions, and all are invited, but 
none will be inveigled. We aim to do a 
straight and honorable business. If you 
like our paper you will take it ; if you do 
not like it, that is the end of it. 
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THE DEMANDS Of THE BRETHREN CHURCH. 
No. t. 

Our former article under this head did not end 
as we had intended it should. We were not quite 
through with the ministry, and must therefore beg 
the infliction ot another chapter in the same tine 
of thought. The Apoetle says : "How shall they 
hear without a preacher?" And so it appears to 
ua, the ministry is almost everything to the cause 
of Christ. "Like priest like people," is a proverb 
which contains a great truth. 

Before we enter upon the duties of the member- 
ship in relation to the ministry of the Word, we 
desire to have a few words more, in a confidential 
way if the reader please, witb our ministerial 
brethren. 

We demand for the ministers of God's word no 
stinted living. He is worthy of his hire. He 1b 
not a pensioner; he is a royal helper, a co-worker 
with God," and hae a right to his living ; but he 
dare "not be greedy of filthy lucre." And it would 
be better for him to be in want than that he should 
justly subject his holy catling to censure of aus- 
terity in any of his temporal demands. Especially 
should our ministers be ready and willing to make 
abundant sacrifices under the present extreme 
necessities of the church. Her wants are many 
and her resources few. Our people, too, have not 
yet been taught to liberal giving as the gospel ot 
Christ demands, and before they can be expected 
to exercise in that grace they must be taught and 
well taught, and the ministers must do the teach- 
ing. This teaching must not be by theory only 
but also by example, The minister should be the 
most liberal giver in the flock. A penny saved is 
a peony earned ; and if the minister does not have 
much money to give he should make very good 
use of what he does give. And what may be said 
of money and other meant it equally true of econ- 
omy in application ol time and talents. 

We want to say to our ministering brethren 
that they must not expect too good waget at once 
before the churches have had time to acquire 
means and learn liberality. Upon inquiry we 
have teamed that the ministers of the Evangelical 
Association do not receive over about five hundred 
dollars a year on an average ; and at a class they 
are efficient and xeaioui worker*. Many of them 
do not receive over two hundred dollars a year. 
And upon this scanty income they have learned 
to maintain themaelvee. "You don't tee how 
they do it f Then you should learn of them, for 
they know bow to do it. And we are happy to 
to able to tay to their credit that they are in the 


habit of paying their debts, a very essential ele- 
ment to the minister't to e n eat. 

Let na figure a little upon the item of living, 
while we are so near the subject. We may never 
have a better excuse. There are about three hun- 
dred working days in a year. At one dollar a day 
a laborer would earn three hundred dollars a year. 
One dollar a day is fully the average wages for 
all kinds of labor. There are few who get more. 
And yet many such men raise large families, and 
occasionally one acquires a little property betides. 
And if a man can support his family ou three hun 
dred dollars a year as a laborer, it appears to us 
he should be able to sustain tliem as a minister, 
other tltiugf being equal. For a minister may 
receive donation*, which the laborer never hopes 
for, but rather contributes to. It is true that min- 
isters are expected to wear better cloth than it is 
necessary for the laborer to wear, but that it not 
a heavy item of excess, taking into consideration 
that the laborer would wear out more. From 
these considerations tben it would appear that the 
minister ought to support a reasonable family on 
three hundred dollars a year. 

It is true indeed, that ministers should rate with 
professional men and mechanics ; and we mean 
that they shall, but we are now pleading lor sac- 
ritio of personal rights tor the advancement of the 
cause ot Christ. It is but a short time since we re- 
ceived or expected anything, and so if we should 
be required fen live ou half rations for a while, it 
will be better than no bread. 


QUERIES AND ANSWERS. 

D" you think it it right tor a minister to write 
his sermons before he delivers them ? Bome of 
my neighbors think it it wrong, but I cannot see 
where the wrong is, J. £. 

There it certainly no harm in a minister writ- 
ing his sermons out, before or after delivery. This 
it a matter that has nothing to do but with the 
minister himself. The minister's duty is to preach 
the Gospel, and it be is a man of good common 
sense and good judgment, he is going to use every 
means within hit power to do this in the most ef- 
fectual manner. And it to do thit, he has to study 
and search and then commit to paper, so that be 
may be the better prepared to handle hit subject, 
what objection could there be to his doing so 1 
The idea that we ought not to ttudy what we are 
going to preach, but rely on the Lord to fill onr 
heads aud hearte with a sermon is not well found- 
ed. It is our duty to ponder prayerfully over our 
subject, and then ask the Lord to bless our inves- 
tigations with light. When our Lord told us to 
ask and we should receive, right in connection, 
with the asking heboid ua to seek and we should 
find. The seeking shows that we are in earnest, 
and that we are very anxious to receive. Why 
do not the people that find fault with the minis- 
ter tor studying his subject, and who claim the 
Lord will tilt their mouths with words it we rely 
on him, put this same theory into practice in 
everything else ? If it is applicable in oue in* 
stance it should be in all, tor the same law gov- 
erns the whole ot God'n universe. Let such a one 
sow his seed and then stay in the house and ask 
God to give him a crop, and he do nothing to- 
wards attaining one. This raanV harvest will be 
like the minister's sermon who is ton lazy to work 
and indifferent to study : barren and weak. Then 
is it not sinful to blame the Lord for the poor 
harvest aud sermon ''. When these kind ot folks 
claim that they relied on the Lord tor these 
things, it puts the Almighty in a bad light, and 
we look upon it as an insult to bis mercy,- in sj est y 
and justice. 

Ministers may have different reasons for writing 
their sermons. Borne men can better master their 
subject by writing it ; others may desire to pre- 
serve them. Then again, there are some who' 
have them published. 


profess to to followers of Christ. The term is 
used in such a way, as much at to say that they 
are not heathen, or Jews or Mohammedans. In 
tbia sense there is a great difference between a dis- 
ciple and a Christian. Not 'every one bora and 
educated in a Christian land, under Christian in- 
fluences, or even those who are church- members 
and professors of Christianity, are disciples, To 
be a disciple, in a Bible sense, we muat.be follow- 
trs of Christ, putting into practice that which we 
learn from tbe Master. 


What is the difference, in a Bible sense, between 
a disciple aud a Christian ? I have heard two 
church members discuss this question, and some of 
the remarks made were so ridiculous to my mind, 
that I would like to have your views and then 
show it to them. T. K. Gilbert. 

Were it not for the reason you give tor asking 
snch a question, we would hardly have answered 
it, because we would not know how. Tbe ques- 
tion in one tente is peculiarly simple in these days, 
and without an explanation would appear as if it 
were asked in ridicule or sport. A disciple sim- 
ply means a learner. In the ancient schools ot 
philosophy and theology, the students ot the dif- 
ferent masters were called disciples or learners ot 
those who taught them. 80 In a Bible tente, 
those who learned from Christ were termed hit 
disciples. Now a chrittian it one who believes In 
tbe religion of Christ. Of course every Bible 
reader knowt that thit name was first applied at 
one of reproach at Antioch Now you can jntt 
make out the difference to anit yourself. But 
then, in a stricter tente in thaw modern days, 
there It a vast difference. Now the name chrit- 
tian la often applied to thte wbo assume to believe 
in the religion of Christ. Wa apply it sometimes 
to those who are brought np under Christian in- 
fluences, in a Christian land, while they do not 


1. What is the difference between cursing and 
swearing!, 

2. What are we to understand by taking an 
oath ? 

8. In James 6 : 12, We are told not to twear at 
all. Does this refer to the wisked and profane 
way in which people affirm to the truth, or is it a 
prohibition to take an oath ; which should be ob- 
served by ut now ? T. 8. 

1. Swearing it to make an assertion and then 
appeal to God tor its truthfulness. The idea of 
doing this ia to give the assertion more strength. 
In the time of our Lord this was a very common 
practice. The people not only swore to their as- 
sertions by the name of God, but by' heaven and 
earth and even their own heads. Thit became so 
common that it was used in their ordinary con- 
versation. Therefore the L mi in his great ser- 
mon struck a blow at thit common sin. Matt, h : 
34 — 37. The honesty and purity of the lives of 
hit followers should be tuch that they would not 
need to use these extra appeals to sacred things, so 
that their affirmations may be believed. He tells 
ue that our assertions mutt be simply yet and no. 

Cursing is to pronouce or invoke evil on the 
heads of others. It does not require much argu- 
ment to prove that this is a great wrong. Curs- 
ing and swearing are often used now to express 
all knds of profanity and obscenity. Obscene and 
filthy language, and even profanity at it it u sed 
in these timet, is not necessarily cursing or swear- 
ing) but it it equally a violation of the Lord's 
teaching. 

2. Taking an oath in the common acceptation 
it to make certain promises by appealing to God 
that you are honest in your intentions. In many 
cases the judgment or curses ot God are invoked 
upon his own head by the person who takes the 
oath, if he does not perform faithfully that which 
he promises. This can easily be teen to be a' vio- 
lation of the Lord's teaching as quoted above. * 

8. Thit passage is merely a reiteration of our 
Savior's teaching cited above. We think thit 
question fully answered in the two preceding 
clauses. 

What would you call a long sermon T I notice 
that when a minister speaks tor about an hour 
and a quarter or longer, that a great many per- 
sona will condemn it as a long sermon, even when 
it was very interesting. Probably a plain ex 
planation through your columns may be benefi- 
cial. 8. E. Thompson. 

Everything it long or short by comparison. 
Whatever may be the general custom it taken as 
the standard. According as it exceeds this stand- 
ard it it termed "long," "very long," or "most 
awfully long." So also as it may come below the 
standard, it is termed "short", with its qualifica- 
tions accordingly. There is also another rule by 
which we judge of the length of a sermon, and that 
is its interest. Under unusual circumstances even 
an hour an a half discourse may so absorb the in- 
terest of the congregation that tbey will not no- 
tice the flight of time. Every minister when he 
is through ought to set down. Whenever we talk 
after we are through, then the sermon will be long 
even if it does not exceed thirty or forty minutes. 

Then again a good deal depends ou the state ot 
the listener. If a person is worldly minded and 
baa but tittle interest in christian truth, any kind 
of a sermon is "long" to him. 

Sermons should be pithy and short, bristling 
with good ideas aud sharp cuts. This it the kind 
of preaching that accomplishes good. Proty, 
poetical and sleepy discourses are not very bene- 
ficial. To do the most good our subjects should 
be well studied and well arranged so that they 
will have tbe beet effect on the congregation. 
Tbe apology of an eminent preacher for a long 
sermon was that he had not given it sufficient 
ttudy. It took him longer to tay what he had to 
tay. Ministers ought to suit thir sermons to their 
congregations, keeping in view tbe one fact that 
they are there to preach the Gospel of Christ. 
The age demands more Gospel and lesa theology. 
More practice and less theory. When the nail it 
driven home, stop. Bo not hammer the head off. 


heart, but into hit tolly, and goath oat into the 

draught T Thit hi taid, making all 


Some time ago in jour Questions and Answers, 
you said the Revised version was income instances 
better than the old, while in tome it was worse. 
Please give ut some ot the instances where it ia 
worse and where It is better 1 

8. L, Williams. 

There are to many changes that we hardly 
know where to begin. It seems to us that the re- 
visers changed words uselessly without any bene- 
fit. Besides theae changes often lowered the tone 
of the paseage in which it' occurs. Take such in- 
stances as "the boy Jesus," for "the child Jeans," 
"signs" for 'miracles," "lender" for "creditor," 
"release and ye shall be released," for "forgive and 
ye shall to forgiven." It will take na aome time 
to get reconciled to tuch renderings as "the offi- 
cers received him with blowa of their hands," in- 
stead of "the servants did sirikt him with the 
palms of their hands," at it ia in the old version. 
Mark 14 : 66. Then there are the following that 
might have been left as they were : "The place 
that is called (lie ikulL," for "Calvary," and "what 
shall a man give in exchange for bia life V for 
'what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" 
80 again in "eternal tabernacles" for "everlasting 
habitations ." 

Then on the other hand there are. many im- 
provements. That in John 21, "when day waa 
now breaking," expresses the idea of when thit 
memorable scene took place better than in the 
old "when the morning was now come." Then 
farther on, "Come and break your fast," for 
"Come in dine." In the parable ot the unjust 
steward, "I have not strength to dig," for "I can- 
not dig," and "trade ye herewith till I oome," for 
"occupy till I come." Theae are but a few ot the 
changet on both tides, which we hope will be suf- 
ficient. 


Please explain Mark 1 1 19. What do the 
"purging all meats" mean T I have tried hard to 
understand obit versa and cannot E. K. T. 

Unites ire had something to fall back on, we 
never won Id understand that verse. This ia one 
of the paesages where the Revised New Testa- 
ment helps us out. In the Revised teat it It Made 
vary plain, Hod reads thus : "Perceive ye not 
that whatsoever from without goeth Into the man, 
it cannot defile him , toaaaae it goeth sot Into his 
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Never trouble trouble until trouble troubles 
you. 

"The wild Pea," ia the heading of brother J. H. 
Worst's article for next week. 

Brother E. L, Voder gave us a short call last 
Monday. He appeared to be in excellent spirits. 

The wages of sin have not been cut down to any 
perceptible extent, and yet business ia brisk ia 
that line. 

Brother Bashor'a address for the time will be 
Waterloo, Iowa. His meetings at. Covington, 0, 
were a grand tuccets. 

Brother B richer gives us a sensible article on 
Bible Sanctitication this week. We bespeak lor 
it pretty general endorsement by our readers. 

We are sorry to learn that brother A. D. Gna- 
gey has a very sore hand, aud was consequently 
not able to prepare the Sunday school lesson this 
week. 

Brother Bailey received a telegram on last Mon- 
day that his father, who is quite aged, was very 
ill. lie took the St. Louts Express the tame day 
for his father's borne. 

"8uw love and taste its fruitage pure ; 

Sow peace aud reap its harvest bright ; 
Sow aun beams on the rock and moor, 

And find a harvest borne ot light." 

Brother Ban man ia informed that his "Trans- 
Missouri Flashes" are not stale, but quite accept- 
tahle to both editor aud readers. He is invited to 
continue them promptly. 

Remember that the B. A 0. R. k. will sell 
round trip tickets, to and from all ttationt on its 
Trans Ohio Divisions, at low excursion rates. 
These tickets will be good going July 3rd and 4th, 
and will be good returning until July 7tb, inclu- 
sive. 

Brother Mason's sermon this week on "Heaven 
and Hell" will stimulate some thinking on the 
part ot our readers. It gives evidence of thought 
on the part of the writer. For next week we 
have an essay from him on' "The Sin against the 
Holy Ghost." 

It will not do to merely take an action here 
and there aud tben from them judge hit life. These 
may be extraordinary efforts and far from being 
tbe true index to hit character. We mutt rather 
judge the man from his conduct every day in the 
year and every hour of the day. 

We regret that sister Miller, wife of brother 
Abraham J. Miller, one of the ministers of the 
Stony Creek church, Pennsylvania, has been se- 
verely afflicted for soma time, and fears are enter- 
tained of tor recovery. The Lord enable her to 
hold out faithfully to the end whatever may be- 
tide. 

Many able and conscientious persons have been 
driven from the church by the misguided, Jehu- 
like seal of aelf-conttitued champions of ortho- 
doxy, who, instead of patiently waiting with and 
seeking to win over brethren who were jut a lit- 
eatrey, have savagely hunted them down an i smit- 
ten them with a lath of scorpions, ■ 

On July third and fourth the New York, Penn- 
sylvania k Ohio Railroad will tell single trip local 
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